Cell surface receptor directed targeting of toxin to human malaria parasite, Plasmodium falciparum.
Gelonin (a toxin and type II ribosome inactivating protein) when linked to human transferrin can be targeted to Plasmodium falciparum. The transferrin toxin conjugate is significantly toxic to parasite growth and is 25 times more potent than toxin alone in inhibiting parasite protein synthesis. The mechanism of its entry into the intraerythrocytic parasite is discussed.